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Care at the heart of
organizations work

Nonprofit’s founder
says healing the
wounds of her
community is mission
of Odyssey World
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aren Morrison,
founder and senior
executive director
of Washingion-

based nonprofit organization
Odyssey World [nternational
Edi Services

sl stands on the ghoulde
of great Black and Alman
American women.

id &

women, the L\lllﬂEl-K‘aH‘-
But for Black women,
concrete.

She said the encouragement
of her grandmothers, mothers
and daughters has given her
the strength to connect with
others over traumatic social
1es, including houseless-
 education inequal

l-ixr Morrizon, personal rela-

tionships are key 1o empower-
ing communities.
“Rule:

sairl. *That’s why it’s impor-
tant to connect individual to

-
Spolane in 2006 before rtl.u—
eating to Vancouver in 2014, is
primarily run by a volunteer

staff of about 20 people along

Morrison said speals to the:
heart of her work: healing the
waunds of BIPOC communi-
ties. BIFOC is 2 term that
stands for Black. Indigenous
and people of color.
“Whenyou see Odyssey

faced with 20 many challenges

MORRISION, Paze A6
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“We are faced with so many challenges
as BIPOC people living in Clark County and
surrounding cities. It is imperative that we work
together to eliminate the racist undercurrent that
has been here for far too long. It is time to end it.”

Karen Marrison
Founder and senior executive drector of
Oyssey World International Education Services

Climate Change
and Health Care

Extreme
weather
imperils
clinics

Report finds medical
facilities jeopardized by
wildfires, floods, more

By AMANDA SEITZ
hssociated Press

WASHINGTON ~ — Dr. Suzy
Fitzgerald remembers looking out
the windows as wildfire flames sur-
rounded the hospital where she
workesd,

“We had fire in all throe
rections,”  Fi ed.

Santa Rosa Medical

Center on that night nearly five years
aga, as the blaze J:obblcr] up homes
b %

with ke, <Ius¢.t|{n:r1-’¢ 5
Medical centers around the coun-
try say that fires, flooding, heat
waves and other extreme wes allh r
are jeopardizing medical

damaging health care f:
forcing patients to flee their hospital
ururr]mg 1o a report released
¢ by the House Ways and
s Commitiee,

At a hearing, Dr. Parinda Khatri,
the CEQ of Cherokee Health Sys-
tems, told the committee that a pedi-
atric clinic in Knoxvill
forced 1o close for
mer during a he
conditinning syste

Nearby wildfires forced evacua-
tions al facilities in Oregon during
2020, Elizabeth Schineck of Prowvi-
dence Health told the commitiee,

A majority of the 63 hospital sy
tems and community health center
that n-qurM to e committess

sty they have experi-

t ane extreme weather
event at some point in the last five
ears, with many ofthose siying they
Iml experiencer more than one,

CLIMATE. Page A&

King stands vigil; wait to see
queen's coffin hits 24 hours

War in Ukraine

v |mk«- in a
wideo he rushed out just
hours after the exhuma-
tions hegan, apparently to
underscore the gravity of
the discovery. He said more
have been

number of victims was not
yet known.
Digging in the rain,

WORLD, A2
Investigators have
Autumn found more than
garden 440 graves so far
StI" By VASILISA STEPANENKO
demands Associated Press
care TZIUM, Ukraine — Inves-
tigators searching through
HOME & amiass burial site in Ulraine
GARDEN, have found evidence that
c1 some of the dead were tor-

!
tured, including bodies with
broken limbs and ropes

Dana Milbank:

Study: GOP has
gone to extremes

around their necks, Ukrai-
ent Valodymr
i Friday.

The sile near the north
=rn city of lzium. re-
recaptured  from
Russian fore appears. to
b ame of the Targzest discov

workers hauled body after
Bady out of the sandy soil
in & misty pine forest near
Tzium. Protected by head-to-

i il ruliber gloves,
fedt through the:

d.n(!mu, -mmn
iny

ftems.

Lelenskyy: Burlal site contains torture victims

EVGENTY MALOLETKA/ Assocated Press.

Experts work during the exhumation of bodies Friday in the recently
retaken area of lzium, Ukraine. Ukrainian authorities discovered a mass

OPINION, AS UKRAINE, Page A6 burial site near the recaptured city containing hundreds of graves.
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Mon,is'mn “| want to see something
done. Even if it's something

from Page A1 small. That one smi_:ll thing
could be the one thing that

a8 BIPOC peaple living in Clark people i

County and surrsunding cities. need II'I'?IEIHtO

Tt is imperative that we work make it

together W eliminate the racist Waren Marrison

undercurrent that has been here Odyssey World International Education

for far too long. Itis time to end Saryicas

it"

Since relocating to Vancouver,
M her staff have The Council for the Homeless
provided support to Vancouver's held 1 community forum at the

Black, Indlgennug and people of
color and low-ineorme families in
five service areas: vouth engage-
ment, food security and basic
supplies, COVID-S resources,

melessiess prevention, and
Black/African American women's
peer support.

Recently, Marrison has made
podice aceountability one of the
organization's priorities. She
and her staff are looking closely
at whi tends to be targeted by
the police, while advocating for
dashboard and body cameras for
officers.

“We're leveling the playing fleld

TAYLOR BALKOM/ Thi Catimbizn

el of August to gather input
for Clark County's 20232025
Homeless Action Plan. Merrison
attended the forum, but ques-
toms this lang-terin approach,

“When Imeved here, they
were on a 10-year plan, They
finished that. So I worry about
the things that just give birth to
more plans,” she said,

Morrison constantly wants
to lenow, what is getting done?
5 i penple turn that

Miracle Joslin, right, admini

with Odyssey World
founder i

Services, talks

about her i at the

“This is semething that T want to

helped coordinate many of the

oy taking this in front of da for youth that made svme had HOW TO HELP youth services events this sum-
in power to demand justice,” she  decisions that are not bad people.” mer for kids ages 10to 17. [t was
said. This led to Odyssey Warld's W Ddyssey Workd is participating in “wery, very enriching” to see the
Ome of Odyssey World's biggest  Commnity Conversations Givee Morn: 241, Southwest Wassh- friendships made between kids in
obstackes to addressing issues program, wmdntmuzrd Black, ingtan 24-hou fundraising event the programs, Joslin said.
Jike palice acc ihility — in nd people of color Sept, 22. Danalices can be made a8 Ordyssey Workd's goal to sup-
addition to the racism that Black,  youth at the dmmumiacl'lnyln i warksitee, waw. ghatmori 24 ang! port peaple from all walks of life
Tndigenous and people of color manthly eomversations with guest ) d wordd-atar s very ingful to Joskin, she
people experience in their daily — speakers about future goals and natiora-education sevices-a506l-  gai, “Sometimes you can just
lives — is fear, Morrison said. selbreflection. Thoaugh the pro- 1cb-1375-4d56-Obee-4663celca3ed. see the relief on their faces from
Minorit; groups mlghtbe aflmd gram had mqu:pd.ue to pandermnic ul i L the i You know that
o stand up for th s to ing with d, an online your were abile to help and make a
frear they will be Lll'Rt‘lt‘dh_vl.aw restart it as udmbemx restrictions MMWMMWNMM difference.”
enforcement in the future, ease. She hopes will Morrison, by mentoring young
“You would be surprised at the  step forward to ‘qhar? their sto- awwwm .
nurmber of Black people whoare  riesof inspiration with youth that m Cashdanations to Odyssey Workl
sll]ls\.in:dlo(umtmk outfor  desperately need lo have a sense Intermational Education Services
here in Vancowver,” of renewed hope,” she said. cian b miade through PayPal by roles and thrive in their com-
%s)d Didyssey World Treasurer Last June, Morrison invited wisiting wwveochssiywerd munity.
Pandora Pierce, klc]elrom il detention facility copy-ol-partners-funders2 and When she first founded Odys-
Morrison aims to provide a sup-  to help Ocdyssey Wurltl host the clicking on the donate button. sey World, Morrison committed
port system for Blacl cl[ys first herself to working without a
and people of color communities oeiehlsuon at Fstlwr Short Park. salary. Now 59, she atill refuses
1o help il that fear, h. a federal holiday as Maorrison said, “They felt wanted, 2 salary, instead living off her
“We're all of a sudden this e of last year, commemorates the they felt welcomed, they felt sal retirement funds, This enables
collection of people,” Morrisen day in 1865 that the last African and they felt significant.” her to pay younger staff mem-
aaid. "Now our voice ialouder, is  American slaves were freed in Oidyssey World is already bers like Joslin, who hplp austain
stronger” seheduled to host next vear's O:Iym World's mission inte

Supporting youth, especially
those in juvenile detention acili-
ties, s one mission that is person-
ally imgaortant to Morrison, In
2019, she knocked on the door of
the county’s fuvenile detention
center and asked how she could
help the children there,

The facility"s managrer said he
woulkd accept her help, but had no
funding to pay her. Morrison told
Tubimy oney dichi't iatter,

“Takem't think you shoukd have
to pay people to be kind." she said.

the U5, 24 years after Abraham
Lincoln signed the E

at Esther

Procamation.

With more than 80 vendors and
five musical acts, the event pro-
moted Black-owned businesses
and highlighted the importance of
unity. Volunteers from the juvenile
detention facility ware the same.
shirts as the other youth volun-
teers so that no one would know
the difference.

“I was amazing 1o see the mix

come logether
they don’t know your history,”

Short Park. in partnership with
the city’s parks department.

The Juneteenth event catalyzed
many more underprivikeged youth
events throughout the summer,

It frustrates Morrison that
people in government-funded
positions wha work to address
social issues earn salaries based
on the trauma of low-income and

including fiedd tripa, K, Ind d people of
mulfiday camps and concertsin - color communities,
the park through partnerships “I'm tired of people benefiting
with various city and nonprofit from BIFOC trauma,” she said.
organizations. “And then asking us to volun-
Miracle Joslin, a 21-year-old teer — that's the clincher, Stop
nursing student and Odyssey asking our people to do more an
World's administrative assistant,  do more and do more.”

question arsund on her and ask:
After 16 years with Odyssey
‘Waorld, what have vou done?

“What haven't we done?™ Mor-
rison responds, “We've marched,
we've rallied for any infustice.
‘We're aut there”

T adddition to its vouth organi-
zations and peer support groups,
Odyssey World has provided
food and supplies directly to
homeless communities, helped
Black families with COVIDMS
rental assistance applications,
one on worldwide service tripa
o Kenya, Tanzania and Haiti,
advocated in response o the
nationwide missing and mur-
dered Indigenous people crisis,
initialized a study out of Portland
State University to research the
impacts of COVID-19 on Clark
Cmnt;'s Black families, and
T1h

Otlrw World has also hosted
events for LGE . deaf,
Hispanic, Uk an, Jmmlgram
and refigee communities

Above all, Morrison hopes Lo
spread kindness through what
Odyssey World calls "CARE,”
which stands for collaboration,
advocacy, resource referrals and
widucation, She serves communi-
ties with “care™ by inviting ev-
eryore to the table — especially
thase whi have been personally
impacted by injustice.

“Iwant to see something done.
Even if it's something small " she
said. “Thal one small thing could
be the one thing that people need
in order to makeiL.”

kelsey tumeri@columbian.cem

Climate

The health centers reported a
wide range of economic impact
from the weather events, with the
emergencies they experienced
costing between SZE000 to 522
‘million to cover buikiing damages,
closures, evacuations, overtime
for emplovees or deferred elective
procedures, for example,

The organizations are not nec-
essarily representative of hospi-
tal systerns nationwide and may
awerrepresent both “lirge health
systems with more resources to
implement  high-cost
tions and small community-tased
providers on the_frontline with
limited s\rp'p‘m.s according to
the repo

The repnn indicated that medi-
cal facilities are investing more
resources, staff and planning to
prepare for emergency weather-
related events.

Fitzgerald said officials at the
Kaiser Permanente facility ook
a hard look at its plans after the
2017 wildfire evacuation and de-

interven- er.

veloped new policies, including a
new information tag staff attaches
fo patients with details about their
condition and needs during an
evacuation.

Tt made for a much maore order-
Iy response,” Fitzgerald said.

Paul Biddinger, the chief pre-
paredness and continuity officer
for the Mass General Brigham
Trealth care system in New Eng-
land, said they had hired climate
scientists and engineers to exam-
ine its 30 buildings after watching
Tsrricanes and floods devastate
hospitals in New Orleans, New
York City and Kentucky over the
Tast two decardes.

“Our health care system is
clearty vul e said Bidding-

“But many people, including
leaders of the health care entities
themselves, offen do not appreci-

ate the degree of valnerability.”

Many of the facilities included
in the repart indicated that they've
put together working groups or
have staff dedicated to climate
change issues.
Npu York’s Northwell health,
the state’s largest health care

ider, has an emergency com-
mand raom where staff monitors
the news across televisions. Two

Associated Press files

With Kaiser Permanente’s Santa Rosa Medical Center in the
background, a flame from an open gas valve burns at the Joumey's
End mobile home park after a wildfire swept through the area on
0ct. 9, 2017, in Santa Rosa, Calif. Dr. Suzy Fitzgerald helped with the
evacuation of 122 patients from the hospital, which had filled with

smoke and was closed for 1T days.

of the screens are always turned
to the weather,

From flooding that's made it dif-
fieult for ambulances navigating
roads o gusty winds and snow
that have threatened power, the

health care system has had to deal
with more than 20 weather events
in the last five years, zaid Donna
Drummeond, Northwell's chief ex-
pense and chief sustainability of-
ficer,

Extreme weather is also a con-
sideration when Northwell con-
slrutl.sda mew facility or hospital,

“Climate change is here, it's
happening, s impacting us,”
Drummand said, “We need to be
resilient. Our facilities need to be
able to withstand storms and that
we're prepared for these even

The health care system itsell
is a driver of climate change, ac-
counting for an estimated 10 per-
cent of the carbon dioxide emitted
annually in the U.S. President Joe

has seta goal of cutting LS.
greenhouse gas emissions by at
least half by 2030,

House Ways and Mvanzt- Chair-
man  Ricl al, D e
urged the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid to release guide-
lines for health care centers 1o
track and report those emissions.

“It's clear more climate-related
weather events and rising emis-
sions will continue Lo worsen
health care oun:omrs. and the
time for sction is now.” he said.

Roughly half of the [arﬂmﬁa re-
sponding 1o the committee said
they are tracking their carbon
footprint or using programs to re-
duce their carbo footpeint

Ukraine
From Page AL

Associaled  Press  journalists
wha visited the site saw graves
marked with simple woaden
crosses, Some of the markers bore
prople’s names and had flowers
‘hanging from them.

Before  digging, inve:
with metal detectors scanned the
site for explosives, and soldiers
strung red and white plastic tape
between the trees.

Felenskyy said hundreds of o-
vilian adults and children, as well
ag soldiers, had been found near
Izium's Pishchanske cemetery af-
ter beding tortured, shot or killed
by artillery shedling.

He cited evidence of atrocitics,
such as a body with a rope around
its neck and broken arms. In an-
otber sign of possible torture, one
man was found with his hands
tied, according to Serhiy Bohdan,
he head of Kharikiv pollne inves-
tigations, and Ukraine’s commis-

sioner for human rights, Thmytro
Lubinets,

Ukrainian authorities warned
that their investigation was just
beginning, and the scale of the
killinges could rise dramatically.

“The harsh reality indicates
that the number of dead in Izium
may be many mnex higher than
the Bucha tragedy.” e
ko, an official with the Ukrainian
ministry tasked with reintegrat-
ing occupled territories, said on
Telegram,

Bucha is a Kyiv suburb where
authorities have said 458 bodies
were found after a 33-day Rus-
sian occupation. Authorities say
they have uncovered the bodies
of more than 1,300 people else-
where, many in mass graves in the
Kayiv-area forest,

Zelenskyy, who wvisited the
Tzium area Wednesday, said the
discoveries showed again the need
for world leaders to declare Russia
a state sponsor of termorism.

Meanwhile, in his first public
comments on Ukraine's recent
battlefiekd gains, Russian Presi
dent Viadimir Putin vowed to

press an with the war and warned
that Moscow could ramp up its
strikes on the country’s vital in-
frastructure if Ukrainian forces
target facilities in Russia.

“If the situation develops this
way, our response will be more se-
rious,” Putin told reporters Friday
aﬂer aviending a summit of the

hai Cooperation Organiza-
tion in Uzhekistan

Ruszia has reported numerous
explosions and fires at civilian in-

el Inyhrsnn:enfﬂ»almks
and refrained from commenting
on others.

The *liberation” of Ukraine's
entire eastern Donbas reglon re-
mained Fussia's main military
goal. Putin said.

“We aren't in a rush,” he said,
adding that Russia has only de-
ployed volunteer soldiers to fight
in Ukraine.

Some hardline Russian politi-
cians and military Moggers hame
famented  manpower
and urged the Kremlin to lD]I.aw

Ukraine’s example and order
broad mobilization to beef up the
ranks.

Ukrainian forces gained access
to the site near Lzium after recap-
turing the city and much of the
wider Kharkiv region in a lighting
advance that suddenly shifted the
momentum in the nearly seven-
menth war, Ukrainian _officials
also found evidence of torture
elaewhere in the region.

The UN, human rights office
said it would investigate, and the
human rights group Amnesty
International said the discovery
of the mass burial site confirmed
“our darkest fears”

Most of the people buried &t the
site were helieved to be civilians,
but a marker on ene mass grave
saiel it contained the bodies of 17
Ukrainian soldiers.

Russian  officials  distanced
themselves from responsibility for
the site.

The Ehariv region's Russian-in-
stalled governar, Vitaly Ganchey,
toli] Russia's state-run Tass news
agrency that Ukrainian, not Rus-
sian, forces were responsible for

civilian casualties in lzium, Tass
also quot sia’s
parlizment, Alexander Malkevich,
claiming that Ukrainian troops
Tl abandoned their dead, so Ris-
sian forces buried them.

Elsewhere in Ukraine, the war
continued o claim lives and wreak
destruction,

® Ukraine’s presidential office
said Russian shelling killed five
civilians and wounded 18 in a 24-
hour span, Missile strikes were
also reported, with Zelenskyy's
hometown of Kryvyi Rih among
the targets for a third consecutive
day Friday, Air n.d sirens howled
in the capital,

= More k]llmgs targeting pro-
Russian separatist officials were
reported in areas under their
control.  Separatist - authorilies
said a blast killed the prosecutor-
general and his deputy of the
seli-proclaimed republic in the
Luhansk region. Moscow-backed
authorities said two Russian-in-
atalled officials were alao killed
in Berdyansk, a city in the Zapor-
izhzhia region occupied earlier in
the war.



